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"has he credit to supply the means of acquainting these obligations
"This picture, nevertheless, which I present to your friendship,
"may well excite the compassion of every one who will reflect
"upon the high birth, tlie elevated dignity, and the advanced age of
"the Personage whose situation I now sketch in the plain language
"of truth, without resorting to the aid of eloquence. I will only
"entreat you to communicate it to those distinguished persons who
"have influence with your government; persuaded as I am that
"English Magnanimity2 (la Magnanimitd Inglese) will not suffer
"an Illustrious Personage of the same nation to perish in misery,
"But here I pause, not wishing to offend your national delicacy,
"which delights to act from its own generous disposition, rather
"than from the impulse and urgency of others.3
"We have here (Padua) not only the Cardinal-Duke, but other
"cardinals, namely, the two Doria, Caprara, and Livizzani; and
"perhaps very soon they will all be here, as it is probable that the
"Conclave will be held in this place; for it has pleased God to
"deliver from all His labours the so eminently unfortunate Lord
"Pius P.P. VI, Who cherished for you the most tender affection,
"and Who was pleased when He was in the Carthusian convent
"(Certosa) at Florence to invest me with the charge of the Propre-
"fecture of the Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith.
"My paper fails me, but I shall never fail of being
"Your true friend and servitor (servitore)
"stefano, cardinal borgia/'
That letter was written in September, 1799. It is not
clear by what route Cardinal Borgia's courier carried it
to England, nor how long was occupied by the journey.
It manifestly is probable that the frightful disorders in
France closed the short road through that country ; and the
short road in time of peace was not traversed in less than
Clementina Walkinshaw, Countess Alberstorf, the mistress
of King Charles III.
^The word magnanimti had undergone a change of meaning
since the Sixteenth Century, when Messor Niccolo Machiavejli
sneered that the Baglioni of Perugia shewed no magnmmitd, be-
cause they did not garrote the Lord Julius P.P. II, their guest.
3 Could any hint be more obscurely obvious, more insinuatory of
compliment? Cardinal Borgia's little trick of leaving the initia-
tive (!) to John Bull is a master-stroke of Latin diplomacy, whose
strength is, now, and ever, in the pulling of wires.

